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GUIDE TO THE MATERIALS FOR AMERICAN CHURCH HISTORY IN 
THE WESTMINSTER DIOCESAN ARCHIVES 

(1675-1798). 

With the deprivation of the English Catholic hierarchy in 1559, a 
long period set in when the Church in the lands ruled by the English 
Crown was without episcopal leadership. 1 One of the main purposes of 
Elizabeth's government was to allow the imprisoned Catholic bishops 
to die off, one by one; and, having appointed Anglican bishops to their 
sees, to bring about a gradual change of religion. 2 With the single excep- 
tion of Cardinal Allen, who was recognized at Rome as the representa- 
tive of the English Catholics (1575-1594), there was no official head to 
the ancient Church in England. From 1598-1623 the Church there was 
ruled by the Archpriests Blackwell, Birkhead, and Harrison. From 
1623-1655 Bishops William Bishop and Richard Smith were the 
recognized leaders. The following thirty years (1655-1685) were a 
period of interregnum. 3 In 1685, the English Vicariate-Apostolic was 
established with the appointment of Bishop John Leyburne. Three 
years later (1688), England was divided into four Vicariates, one of 
which was the Vicariate-Apostolic of London. From 1688 down to 1784, 
when John Carroll was elected Superior of the Missions in the Thirteen 
Original States, the jurisdiction of the London Vicars-Apostolic extended 
over all those territories in the New World where the rule of the English 
government was acknowledged. The question arises: What were the 
relations between the London Vicars-Apostolic and the Catholics in the 
English Colonies; and where should one search for materials for these 
relations? "The subject is an obscure one," writes Canon Burton, in his 
Life and Times of Bishop Challoner. "It has been passed over in abso- 
lute silence by all Dr. Challoner's biographers, and no information was 
available until Father Thomas Hughes, S.J., began his researches for his 
History of the Society of Jesus in North America."* Father Hughes has 
treated the problem of these relations in detail in his article: The London 
Vicariate-Apostolic and the West Indies (1685-1819).* 

The archival material for these relations is mainly to be found in three 
places: The Baltimore Diocesan Archives; the Archives of the Congre- 
gation of Propaganda Fide; and the Westminster Diocesan Archives. 
In the Baltimore Archives there are a few documents relating to the 
transition period under Bishop Challoner (1758-1781) and Bishop Talbot 
(1781-1784). The Propaganda Archives, which Shea used freely in the 

1 Phillips, The Extinction of the Ancient Hierarchy. London, 1905. 

1 Birt, The Elizabethan Religious Settlement. London, 1907; Meyeb-McKee, England, the Catholic 
Church under Elizabeth, pp. 9-32. London, 1916. 

* Ullathorne. History of the Restoration of the Catholic Church in England, p. 12. London, 1871. 

* Vol. ii, pp. 123-148. London, 1909. 

« Dublin Review, January, 1914, pp. 67-93, Vol. 124, No. 268. 
882 
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second volume of his History of the Catholic Church in the United States, 
have been catalogued by Fish in his Guide to the Materials for American 
History in Roman and other Italian Archives (Washington, D. C, 1911). 
Shea also made use of the Westminster Archives. Among the George- 
town College Transcripts there is a manuscript: Notes of a search made 
in the Westminster Archives, dated March 23, 1887, which was sent at 
that time to Shea by Monsignor Johnson. 6 

Westminster became the See of the old London District at the 
Restoration of the Hierarchy in England in 1850. 7 Since that date, the 
Archives of the London District have been in the custody of the Arch- 
bishops of Westminster. "The documents at Westminster dating 
from 1509 to 1700 are bound in thirty-seven volumes, to which there is a 
manuscript index. Since many of the proceedings referred to in the 
eighteenth-century manuscripts were illegal (Roman Catholic priests 
being then under the ban of the law), personal names are often indicated 
by initials, and many of the papers are unsigned and undated." In the 
Guide to the Manuscript Materials for the History of the United States to 
1783, in the British Museum, in Minor London Archives, and in the Li- 
braries of Oxford and Cambridge, by Charles M. Andrews and Frances G. 
Davenport (Washington, 1908), from which this quotation is taken 
(p. 339), there is a short list of documents (twenty in all) relating to 
American history before 1783 from these Archives. 

In 1914, the Westminster Diocesan Archives were divided as follows : 
(1) Thirty-seven bound volumes of original documents concerning the 
Church in England and the English Colonies from 1509 to 1700; (2) many 
bundles of unbound documents, not then classified, covering the later 
period 1700-1850; (3) pamphlets and other manuscripts. There was 
also a bound MS. catalogue for the bound volumes by the late Father 
Stanton of the Oratory. The two historical students who have made 
use of these Archives are Bishop Ward and Canon Burton. In a letter 
dated October 12, 1918, Bishop Ward writes from Brentwood to say that 
he does not remember having seen many relating to America. The pe- 
riod he studied began in 1781, and Canon Burton has given us all that he 
found in his chapter on Bishop Challoner's American Jurisdiction (1758- 
1781). 

During the war, many volumes have been added to the bound 
volumes of manuscript, and a reorganization of the Archives has been 

• Another depot is the Archives of the Old Brotherhood of the English clergy, formerly the English 
Chapter. These were in 1914 in the possession of the Secretary of the Old Brotherhood, Rev. Raymond 
Stanfield, at Hammersmith. There is a catalogue of these Archives in the Fifth Report of the Historical 
MSS. Commission (1876, pp. 463-476) ; but it is far from being complete. The writer has in his possession 
a MS. Catalogue of these Archives given to him by the late Superior of the Oblates of St. Charles, 
Bayswater, London. 

' Wabd, The Sequel to Catholic Emancipation, Vol. ii, p. 281. London, 1915. 
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carried on these past four years by Canon Burton. The main divisions 
of the Archives at Westminster, so far as regards material for American 
Church History, are now: (1) Bound volumes of Archives (1509-1799, 
work -proceeding); (2) Epistolae Variorum (1700-1800) (not indexed); 

(3) Correspondence of the Roman Agents (this is all copied in bound vol- 
umes; and many of the originals are to be found in the Archives proper) ; 

(4) Bishop Challoner's Letter Book; and unclassified copy-books con- 
taining copies of letters, etc., such as may be found in (2). 

The Review has undertaken a complete catalogue of references to 
America in these Archives through its London agent. Instructions were 
given to note every reference to America in general in these Archives from 
1509 to 1799. No search, however, was made before the beginning of the 
seventeenth century, the agent being assured at Westminster that nothing 
was likely to be found before the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
The result was better than was expected, and the editor has been able 
to make use of the agent's personal notes in compiling this catalogue. 

(1) 

Archives, vol. xxxiv, 293, Feb. 29, 1675, in a copy of some "Special Mis- 
sionary Faculties," mention is made of certain heretical books in America. 

(2) 

Ibid., Vol. xxxiv, 1037. Copy of Faculties granted ( 1685) by Bishop Ley 
burn to Fr. Thos. Church, for Jamaica. 

(3) 

Ibid., Vol. xxxv, 437. Nov. 13, 1687. Faculties granted by Bishop Ley- 
burn to Fr. John Churchill, whom he appoints Superior of the Mission in Jamaica. 

(4) 

Ibid., Vol. xl, 173. Pamphlet, printed, 2 sheets. August 21, 1741. "The 
Defence of John Ury, made before the Supream Court in New York, at his Tryal 
for being concerned in the late Negro Conspiracy." 

On the second sheet is given: "The Dying Speech of John Ury, Who was 
executed at New-York on Saturday the 29th of August, 1741, for being con- 
cerned in the Negro conspiracy." (It begins: "Fellow Christians!"). At the 
end is written in ink: "Printed by Andrew Bradford in Philadelphia." 

(5) 

Ibid., Vol. xl, 174. (Endorsed in faded ink: "Philadelphia, 1741"). One 
page; apparently that of a book or pamphlet; double columns; good print. 
"An abstract of a LETTER lately published in a neighbouring Colony, touch- 
ing the horrid Practice and Delusions of some called NEW-LIGHT-MEN, 
lately sprung up in these parts." 
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(6) 

Ibid., Vol. xl, 115. Undated letter in Italian; written in faded ink on faded 
paper in a tiny illegible flourishing hand. It is an account of the English 
Mission given by the Abb6 Nicolini to Benedict XIV. It is approximately 
dated by cataloguer; "Between 1741 & 1758." But in the text there is mention 
made of the "ultima guerra civile, del 1745, e 1746." The first two paragraphs 
relate generally to England, Ireland and Scotland. Then follows a paragraph on 
the Church in Maryland. 

(7) 

Epistolae Variorum, Vol. xii. May 15, 1749. Letter from Rey. Alban 
Butler at Douay to Monsigner Stonor at Rome. 

"The better sort of People say Maurepas's [disgrace] is owing to a settlement 
lie made of 200 Families in the Isle Tobago, for the English refused to give up 
Cape Breton. At least his misfortune caused great Joy in the elector of Hann- 
over's court at London, and upon the news of it orders were given to evacuatt- 
Cape Breton." (Extract.) 

(8) 
Bishop Cludloner's Letter-Book, p. 31. Bp. Challoner to "Mr. Abraham " 
(the Pope); letter describing political innovations of the English laws relating 
to the marriage of Catholics, and further oppressions of the latter. There fs a 
passing reference to the American Colonies. (1753). 

(») 

Ep. Var., xiii, 135. September, 1756. Letter from Bp. Challoner to 
Msgr. Stonor at Rome. Important. Deals with (1) State of religion in our 
American Settlements. (2) As to the Islands. (3) Jurisdiction over same. 
(4) Some have wished they should have a Bishop or Vicar-Apostolic. 

Endorsed in Stonor 's hand: "Answered Dec. ye 21. 1756." 

This letter is quoted in full by Canon Burton. {Life of Bp. Challoner, vo! . 
ii. pp. 125-127). 

(10) 

Ibid., xiv, 26. August 17. 1758. In a letter of Rev. W. Green, Douay, to 
Msgr. Stonor at Rome there is a reference to certain calumnies and aspersions 
cast upon missioners in Paraguay. 

(11) 
Ibid., xiv, 25. October 31. 1758. Letter from Bp. Challoner (Fisher) to 
Msgr. Stonor at Rome. "The powers for America ad sexennium are dated Janu- 
ary 7, 1757, so that there are above four years before they expire." (Extract). 

(12) 
Archives, Vol. xli, 7. March 31, 1759. Cardinal Spinelli to Bishop Chal- 
loner. Faculties for the Colonies. 

(13) 
Ep. Var., Vol. xiv, 58. June 11, 1762. Letter from Bp. Challoner (Fisher) 
to Msgr. Stonor at Rome. 
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"Your last favour was of March 9, in which you mentioned your having 
given in a memorial for the renewal of the extraordinary faculties March 4; 
which, I suppose, were then renewed ; and have proceeded accordingly, by grant- 
ing dispensations for Mariland: to which you know our faculties were extended 
by a grant of Ben. XIV. to Bp. Petre, January 29, 1757 (though he had always 
exercised jurisdiction there before). This extension was only ad sexennium, 
which expires next Janry. In the meantime I have not supposed that B. 
Petre's death made any alteration in this grant, but have gone on still giving 
faculties for those parts." 

(14) 

Ibid.., xiv, 60. November 23, 1762. Letter from same (Deboren) to same. 
Refers to application received from S. C. Peter Lembec, a Jamaica merchant, 
has applied to the S. C. for a Missionary to Jamaica; for whose charges and 
expenses he will be responsible. Challoner is entrusted with the finding and 
sending out of this priest. But after making careful enquiries of many Jamaica 
merchants he can hear nothing of this Peter Lembec; "much less of any remit- 
tance from him." Jamaica sadly needs help, and "has the character of being a 
very wicked place." There are, no doubt, many Irish Catholics there, "such 
as they are." He will do his best to send a priest, can he identify Peter Lembec. 

(Quoted by Burton, ut sup., ii, p. 131.) This letter is translated into 
Italian in Archives, Vol. xli, 29. 

(15) 

In small MS. copy-book placed within Vol. i of Epistolae Variorum, con- 
taining copies of a few letters, No. 2 is a letter (copy) dated March 29, 1763, 
signed "Jacques, Ev€que et Vic:", "Aux Acadiens de Southampton," exhorting 
them to peace and unity & cessation from quarrels, especially now in Paschal 
time. "Donn6 a Londres." 

(16) 

Ep. Va ., Vol. xiv, 64. May 20, 1763. Letter from Bp. Challoner to "Mr. 
Christopher Stonor, to be left with Mr. Green, near the church of St. Jacques, 
at Douay. Near Calais in Flandres." (Endorsed by Msgr. Stonor; "ansd. June 
ye 28, 1763"). 

About jurisdiction over the Islands, and the difficulties attending this. 
(Quoted by Burton, ut sup., ii, p. 132.) 

(H) 

Archives, Vol. xli, 33. July 9, 1763. Cardinal Castelli to Bishop Challoner. 

On the question of Jurisdiction in the English Colonies. The answer to this 
letter, translated by Shea, will be found in the ACHS Researches, Vol. xii, No. 1, 
1895. Cf. Burton, ut. sup., pp. 133-135. 

(18) 

Ep. Var., Vol. xiv, 72. (September 6, 1763). Letter from Bp. Challoner 
to Msgr. Stonor. Deplores the difficulty of administering the Islands, "at 
this vast distance from us," and declares that, "as to the missions upon the 
continent, to be sure, a bp. or Vic. Ap. in Canada or Florida would be most 
proper for them." 

(Quoted by Burton, ut sup., ii, p. 135.) 
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(19) 

Ibid., Vol. xiv. 72. February 28, 1764. Unsigned letter from Rome to Fr. 
Alban Butler, referring to the affairs of the Island of "Dominico" as to an 
"anecdote" of which the writer was not "fully apprized." 

(20) 

Ibid., Vol. xiv, 73. March 15, 1764. Letter from Bp. Challoner to Msgr. 
Stonor (c/o Mr. Green). Important. He deplores the loss of a long account 
of the Mission which he had sent to "Mr. Castell" (Cardinal Castelli) at the 
latter's request. He gives an account of the state of religion in America (con- 
tinent & Islands); and refers to the scheme for a Canadian Bishopric. (This 
is one of the most interesting of Dr. Challoner's letters. Quoted in full by 
Burton, ut sup., ii, pp. 135-137). 

(21) 

Ibid., Vol. xiv, 75. May 19, 1764. Same to same. "The miscarriage of 
that letter concerning the state of the colonies, gives me some apprehension 
lest another letter sent by the same channel some time after in answer to Mr. 
Castell desiring my sentiments concerning the repeal of the clause of the sexen- 
nium, may not have reached that gentleman's hands: if you find it has not, I 
will repeat it again; it having been much the same in substance as that which 
you remember I sent to Mr. Spinelli on the same subject." (Extract). 

(22) 

Ibid., Vol. xiv, 76. July 13, 1764. Rev. Alban Butler, London, to Msgr. 
Stonor. Has been waiting to receive his maps of the English counties com- 
pleted, & those of other countries: "Virginia in four great maps, Jamaica in 
as many, and Canada also in four, half a guinea each, I thought [North America] 
superfluous, as your North America comprehends all this, except a greater 
extent of forests." Appended is a table of prices of maps. "North America in 
four sheets £0. 5. 0." 

(23) 

Ibid., Vol. xiv, 77. August 28, 1764. Letter from Bp. Challoner to Msgr. 
Stonor at Douay. (Endorsed by Stonor; "Ansd. Sept. ye 27, but to be made 
further use of at Rome." Further endorsed: "Further answered. Dec. ye 12 
1764"). Part relating to America begins: "I am also applied to by the Padri," 
and concludes: "our acquisitions in Florida." 

Quoted in full by Burton, ut sup., ii, p. 137. 

(24) 

Ibid., Vol. xiv, 79. October 2, 1764. Same to same. "You will have 
received some time ago my last, with regard to fac: for our new acquisitions 
'tis necessary we should know if we have, or have not the power of granting 
them. As to the rest, we are not ambitious of engrossing to ourselves a jurisdic- 
tion over places so remote and where we can be of so little service: but rather 
heartily wish that something could be done in the way which Mr. Castal was 
speaking of; the more because 'tis a great pity, so that many thousand Chris- 
tians should be deprived of the Sact. of Confirmation. This want seems to call 
loudly for the attention of superiors." (Extract). 
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(25) 
Archives, Vol. xli, 39. December 24, 1764. Cardinal Castelli to Bishop 
Challoner. Regarding the Jurisdiction of the Church in the British Colonies. 

(26) 
Ep. Var.y Vol. xiv, 81. February 15, 1765. Bp. Challoner to Msgr. Stonor 
at Douay. Settling two or three Vicars- Apostolic "in that part of the world 
is an object that certainly deserves the attention of our friends: but I forsee 
the execution of it will meet with very great difficulties: especially in Mariland 
and Pensilvania; where the padri have had so long possession, and will hardly 
endure a pt much less a B of any other institute, nor indeed do I know of any 
one of ours that would be fond of going amongst them ; nor of anyone that would 
be proper for that station, who could be spared by us in our present circum- 
stances." (Extract). 

(27) 

Ibdi., Vol. xiv, 83. May 81, 1705. Same to same. "I hope our friends 
will not stop the project of settling some Ap Vic in those parts you speak of. 
"lis morally impossible for us to have a proper superintendence over places 
so remote. And to let so many thousand Cath as there are in some of our 
Northeren Colonies, to remain entirely destitute of the Sact of Confirmation is 
what I am sure our friends [the Jesuits] will never suffer." (Extract). 

(28) 

Ibid., Vol. xiv, 102. September 12, 1766. Same to same. Alarm of the 
Jesuits on hearing of the proposed appointment of a Bishop for North America. 
Their opposition. The case of the Islands is even worse. (Quoted by Dr. Burton, 
utsup. ii, p. 138). 

(29) 

Bishop Challoner's Letter-Book, p. 109. October 17, 1768. Letter to Fr. 
Fallon, O.S.F. on West Indian Mission. It is impossible, on account of his 
age and weakness and unnecessary on account of Fr. Fallon's "proceeding 
upon good and solid principles" to go fully into all the cases under discussion. 
By a recent Act of Parliament Catholics now had to present themselves before 
a Protestant minister to renew before him their contract of marriage. But 
this, he believes, does not apply to the Colonies. It is the duty of all Pastors 
to discourage Freemasonry. As to "the spl. jurisdiction in the Islands lately 
ceded by the French to G Br. the Holy See has thought proper p: interim to 
«ive it to us, till some other provision shall be made, which I heartily wish for, 
as being sensible of the impossibility of our having a proper superintendency 
over those and all the other British Islands lying at so great a distance, or even 
of our sending a Vic. G. with the power and necessary means to inspect all our 
missions and to correct abuses &c." The priests in possession 
of Faculties before the cession of these Islands must renew them in London. 
His jurisdiction does not extend to the Danish or Dutch Islands. Is very sure 
the Sacred College would make no appointment in those parts without 
acquainting him. 
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(30) 
Archives, Vol. xli, 59. July 29, 1766. Redated March 1, 1769. Petition 
of the Provincial of the Discalced Friars Minor of St. Gregory the Great in 
the Philippine Islands to the Pope. Begs that an English convert doctor, now 
a Tertiary, may become a Franciscan Friar. 

(31) 

Small ms. copy-book inserted in Vol. i of Ep. Var. June 25, 1770. Copy 
of letter evidently from Bp. Challoner to the Bp. of Quebec. Signature illegible. 
Not in Challoner's writing. [Exact copy]. 

Monseigneur: 

Le Zele du Salut des Ames et surtout de celles qui ont si recemment em- 
brasse la Verite en l'Amerique Septentrionale, que Votre Grandeur a tou- 
jours fait paroitre m'engage de vous addresser des Personnes qui se sont 
addressees icy a mon Ancien et moi pour nous demander du secours spirituel 
pour les pauvres Acadiens, qu'il n'est pas en Notre Pouvoire de leur fournir, 
d'autant moins qu'ils ne parlent que Francois et nous n'avons que tres peu de 
Pretres qui soient habiles en cette Langue. J'ai Vus plusieurs de cette 
partie de l'Amerique qui etoient Prisonniers a Southampton pendant la der- 
niere Guerre, et j'ai admire avec tous ceux, qui les connoissoient, leur Reli- 
gion, lis demandoient toujours en premier Lieu, comme ils devoient les 
secours spirituels, que leurs compatriotes vous demandent encore aujourd'hui. 
Nous avons alors fait ce que nous avons pu, pour eux, et Nous ne doutons 
aucunement que Vous ne fassiez ce meme a, present. Que s'ils ne sont pas 
soumis a Votre Jurisdiction, il sont sera aise d'obtenir de Rome les Pouvoirs 
necessaires aux Pr&tres, qui y seroient destines. S'ils sont sujets de la Grande 
Bretagne comme leurs voisins de la Nouvelle Ecosse, et qu'ils n'ont pas 
d'Ordinaire, nous pouvons nous meme donner ces Pouvoirs. Ce que Je re- 
marque pour faciliter l'approbation des Pretres qu'on pourra y envoier." etc. 
etc. 

Londres. 25 Juin, 1770. A. Monseig. de Quebec. 

(32) 

Bp. Challoner's Letter-Book. November. 1770. Letter to Fr. Fallon, O.S.F., 
on the West Indian Mission. It gives great offence in the Island that Mr. 
Fallon contemplates purchasing an estate — a Franciscan becoming a Planter. 
The Rule of St. Francis ought first to be studied "that nothing may be done 
contrary to the vow of Poverty. Yea, & our Holy Father the Pope too, to 
Whom belongs the dominion of whatever is acquired by a Franciscan." He is 
convinced of the necessity of a Superior for the Islands; "it is what I have 
recommended to the Holy See, but hitherto have not been able to obtain their 
appointing such a one." He himself is unable to discharge such duty properly. 
"But in the interim till they shall think proper to nominate one or more, I shall 
not venture to appoint one myself." 

(33) 
Archives, Vol. xli, 111. December 19, 1770. Pamphlet, printed. "A 
Pastoral Letter addressed to the Catholicks of the British Islands in the West 
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Indies." Begins; "As the Catholicks of the British West Indian Islands, 
both priests and people, have been committed to our pastoral care and superin - 
tendency by the Holy See Apostolick," etc., etc., (Bp. Challoner). 

(34) 

Ibid., Vol. xli, 133. September 10, 1773. Bp. Challoner to the Cardinal 
Protector (Corsini). Description of the London District, in Latin. Towards 
the end occur the words: "De Americanis Coloniis et insulis Brittanico superio 
subjectis." The whole document is very illegible, even more so than is cus- 
tomary in Bp. Challoner's handwritting. Evidently a hasty copy of original. 

(35) 

Ibid., Vol. xli, 161. Undated, but probably 1773. List on half-sheet of 
letter-paper, in Latin. Bp. Challoner's writing. " Missioners in the W. Indies . ' ' 

(36) 

Ibid., Vol. xli, 207. Undated, probably 1773. Tiny slip in Bp. Challoner'R 
writing. A list of the numbers of congregations in America. It runs : 
Charles County 3675 Baltimore City abt 1300 

St. Maries County abt 5000 Frederick abt 700 

St. George's County abt 2500 10375. 

(?) Easton Shore abt 3000 

Pensilv. Philad. congreg. betwixt 
2 & 3000. 3 Germans 4000. 
(37) 

Ibid., Vol. xli, 208. Undated, probably 1773. List of names of Jesuits. 
"In Maryland, John Lewis, Geo. Hunter. Bened Neale. Thos. Diggs. Cha. 
Roels. Jos. Mosely Ign. Matthews. James Walton. John Bolton. Pet. Morris 
In Pensilvania, Rob. Molyneux. Fer. Harmon Math. Manners. James 
Frambach. Jno Bapt de Bitter Bern. Rich." 

(38) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, July, 25. 1782. Printed Pamphlet of three folio pages 
"Extract of Proceedings respecting the Roman Catholics of the Province of 
Nova Scotia." Addressed to "The Honourable Sir Andrew Snape Hammond. 
Knt." Petition for a Relaxation or Repeal of "certain Grievious Laws, which 
in the Policy of former Times might seem necessary to be . . . but of later. . . 
have been deemed injurious and oppressive." June 18, 1782. 

On July 4, the Lieutenant-Governor gave his assent to the Bill conferring 
the necessary relief (1) as to confirming titles to lands, etc.; (2) for suppressing 
Popery (i. e., removing Catholic disabilities) 

On July 6, the five petitioners returned thanks to the Governor, Council, 
and House of Assembly. 

On July 8, they wrote an open letter to the Faithful of the Province an- 
nouncing the Repeal, and declaring they relied on the assistance of the humane 
and well-disposed to erect a decent building for public worship, and to provide 
a settled Pastor; "great poverty having cursed us, the result of the unhappy 
contest between our Mother-country and the colonies on the continent." 
(Summary). 
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(39) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 39. Ju'y 9, 1783. Monsignor Stonor to Bishop Talbot. 
Long letter, mutilated on last page. Relates to Regulars and to American 
affairs. "In regard to your American affairs he [Mgr. Borgia] told me that 
measures were taking for settling some sort of Epal government for the Caths 
on ye continent. I guess the thing is managed by the French Ministry. He 
added as to your facs that they remain as usual in regard to ye British Islands 
but the provinces on the continent being no longer subject to the British govern- 
ment, and that acknowledged by treaty, those faculties as far as they relate to 
them cease of course." 

(40) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 44. January 14, 1784. Letter to Bp. Talbot from three 
gentlemen of Waterford. This letter is mis-stated in the Catalogue to be from 
the Bishop of Waterford; but in the text the following sentence occurs; "We 
presume our Bishop will in a few days," etc. The Roman Catholics of St. 
Johns, Newfoundland, have appointed the undersigned Commissioners, having 
obtained permission for the full exercise of their religion; and have unanimously 
called for the Rev. Mr. James O'Donell "of this city," to become their Pastor; 
he possessing a knowledge of Irish and of English, "the former absolutely 
necessary." He is to bring with him two other clergy from the diocese, as 78 
per cent?] of the inhabitants of N. F. L. are from thence. "The favour and 
request we have now to make to your Lordship is that you will be pleased to 
vest and give full power to Mr. O'Donell for this mission, in order that it may 
be under his directions while there . . . and that no clergyman be suffered 
to officiate there but with his approbation;" the reason being that several 
apostate priests were in N. F. L., "a disgrace to themselves, to us, and our 
Holy Religion." Signed James Keating, Pat. Ganly, John Commins. 

(41) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 45. January 18, 1784. Letter to Bp. Talbot from John 
Thayer, Paris. 

Most Revd. Sir, 

The writer of ys letter is a native of Boston in America. After being a. 
preacher in our heretical sect for more than two years, I came to Europe to 
gratify a strong thirst of useful knowledge. After a considerable time passt 
at Paris and London, I went to Rome. Excited by a curiosity of being 
exactly informed of evrything in yt city, I sought able persons to give me a 
full idea of the Catholic Faith, which pleased me to such a degree, that touched 
by omnipotent grace I've chearfully embrac'd it, at ye cost of ev'ry apparent 
worldly interest. Burning with zeal to impart to others that felicity which I 
experience myself I offered myself to ye Chief Pontiff for missions in my 
country." The Pope referred him to the Nuncio at Paris, who "thinks that 
the combination of my circumstances will cause two great eclat tho' the 
greater part of my friends at Rome & in France think yt this very combination 
wou'd naturally open the mission. However, it is not for me to judge. I 
therefore submit myself to ye Pope as to Christ." As his wish is not extin- 
guished by the objections made he proposes to return to America in the spring 
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and to become a missioner among his friends. The purpose of the letter is to 
beg Bp. Talbot and the faithful of his acquaintance "to furnish me with the 
most able Controvertists and other books, such [as] short but faithful ex- 
positions of our doctrine, lives of ye Saints, ye best Catholic translations of ye 
bible, with whatever other books you may think adapted to remove prejudices 
and promote the great work. Surely you've a most ardent desire of enlighten- 
ing that part of America [New England], which since its establishment has 
been the most envenom'd enemy to the catholic faith. Ignorance however has 
certainly been the cause, for the greatest sincerity and candour reign among 
them. . . . My confidence in God is great, tho' perhaps crosses are pre- 
pared for me; but crosses must precede the crown. Considering ye shortness 
of the time, you'll have ye goodness to acnow ys by the first opportunity by the 
same chanel by which you receive it . . . Whatever your zeal may excite 
you to do in ye good cause, I must pray you to do at your expence, both for 
the books and freight, I being utterly unable to defray the smallest expense. 
Shou'd you be dispos'd to correspond to my wishes, you'll have ye goodness to 
mark ye manner ye most easy of receiving your favours, for I can't point out 
a place to receive them, not knowing yet where I shall embark. I am, with 
all the respect due to your sacred character, 

Your most humble servt 

John Thayer. 
(42) 
This letter was wrongly placed in the Archives among the June documents 
of 1784. I believe it should occur here. See (49). 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 59. January 19, 1784. Letter from Fr. James Lewis 
O'Donell, O.S.F. to Bp. Talbot. Having been unanimously chosen by the 
Newfoundlanders to be their Spiritual Director, "I've consented to struggle 
with the difficulties of a voyage of 600 leagues, and the severity of a climate 
immoderately cold, to endeavour to promote the Honor of God in Interest of 
Religion." He has studied in Rome, has been Professor of Theology and 
Philosophy for four years in Prague, and afterwards appointed Commissary 
Visitator of the Province of Ireland. He was then made "Diffinitor," and in 
1779 unanimously elected Provincial. "Should your Lordship think proper to 
gratify these people by appointing me for that mission I hunbly beg leave to 
inform you that it would be absolutely necessary to grant me Vicarial Power, 
as a fence against many unworthy Incroachers, who intend not only to goe to 
that country but even say they'l apply to you for Jurisdiction, the Bulk of 
the Inhabitants of New Found Land are Ignorant labouring men from this 
neighbourhood, and as it has been the general haunt of many immoral people 
these 40 years past, I foresee I must stumble upon many difficult cases, and as I 
have no opportunity if recurring to you but once a year it woud be necessary 
to grant me as ample and full power as possible." 

(43) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 47. February 4, 1784. Letter to Bishop Talbot from Dr. 

Egan, Bishop of Waterford, Clonmel, Ireland. The inhabitants of St. John's 

Newfoundland, who are mostly from Waterford, have applied to him to send 

them a priest; but he in answer, while encouraging their pious wishes, has said 
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that the matter depended rather on Bp. Talbot, "as it was always understood 
by us here, that the spiritul concerns of the Catholics in the Colonies of Great 
Britain were subjected by the Holy See to your jurisdiction, and that therefore, 
you principally were to be address'd by them on the occasion . . . They have, 
I believe, accordingly taken the liberty of addressing themselves to your Lord- 
ship." Follows a eulogy of Fr. James O'Donell, O.S.F., of " unexceptionably 
irreproachable conduct," and a zealous and regular preacher, "both in English 
and Irish, the latter highly necessary," as "most of them, on whom his labours 
are to be employ'd, speak nothing else." He was highly esteemed in the 
Order, of which he has been Provincial. The Bishop will miss him greatly, 
but will allow him to go, "as I persuade myself that his Mission will be service- 
able, not alone to the Catholicks from these parts, trading to and residing in 
Newfoundland, but also to many others, particularly to the Natives, those born 
there, who tho' descended from European Parents, live and die alas! in the most 
deplorable ignorance of, and insensibility to, what regards their salvation, with- 
out instruction without sacraments, without sacrifice, and without the means of 
obtaining them. My heart has often bled for them in their forelorn situation, 
and I cannot but rejoyce" that through God's mercy these disabilities will 
now be removed. "If your Lordship will judge it adviseable to grant jurisdic- 
tion to Mr. O'Donel, your own discernment will best point out to you the 
measure, in which it will be fitting to extend it to him. Were I, however, to 
presume to hint an opinion to you, it wou'd be, that he be intrusted with your 
Vicarial Power, for such a limited time, as you will think proper, in Newfound- 
land. This will give to him all our ordinary communicable Faculties, which, 
considering personal and local circumstances there, seem to be absolutely neces- 
sary for him." Many invalid marriages are to be validated. It would even be 
desirable that he should have extraordinary Faculties from the Holy See; 
"for I foresee he will want them; they however may, under your Lordship's 
sanction, be explicitly obtained for him hereafter." 

Another reason for his being entrusted with Vicarial power is the case of 
several Irish apostate priests of infamous character, who are scandalizing the 
faithful, and even the adversaries of religion. These must be "entirely dis- 
countenanc'd or at least reduc'd to proper subordination and regularity." 

Two other priests have been applied for by St. John's. The Bp. of Water- 
ford cannot spare them. He hopes another Franciscan may accompany Fr. 
O'Donell, and will communicate further with Bp. Talbot. In a postcript he 
adds that his Metropolitan, Dr. Butler, (of Cashel), "coincides entirely in 
sentiment" with him, upon the subject of a choice for St. John's. 

(44) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 48. March 9, 1784. Letter from Monsignor Stonor at 
Rome to Bishop Talbot, chiefly relating to the English College. He hopes the 
application of the good people of Canada will meet with a favourable reception, 
"tho' I foresee difficulties." Notwithstanding promises, little has been done for 
the Catholics in the United Provinces. "It must be some satisfaction to you 
that you are now no more concerned in what passes in that country." 
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(45) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 52. June, 1784. Autograph letter of Bishop Talbot to the 
Cardinal Protector [Antonelli], about Newfoundland. "Accepi litteras de 
Superioribus ab ipsa [Sacra Congregatione] constitutis in Insula Terrae Novae 
ct simul in tredecim [? Provinciis] Americae Septentrionalis, nostrae olim juris- 
diction! subjectis," & c, & c, Ends: "Humillimus et obsequentissimus servus." 

(46) 

Ib'd., Vol. xlii, 53. June 5, 1784. Brief from Cardinal Antonelli, at 
Rome, to Bishop Talbot. Latin. Directed by Monsignor Stonor. Endorsed 
by Bp. Talbot: "Mr. O'Donnell constituted superior of Newfoundland." 
Ordinary Faculties of a missionary for Fr. James Louis O'Donell, a Recollect 
of the Order of St. Francis, of the Diocese of Waterford, as Superior of the 
Mission in Newfoundland. 

(47) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 54. June 5, 1784. Duplicate of above. 

(48) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 55. June 9, 1784. Cardinal Antonelli to Bishop Talbot. 
Appointment of Rev. John Carroll to be Bishop of the United Provinces of 
America. (Latin). 

The Holy See has decided to supply spiritual help to the thirteen provinces 
of North America, by a Bishop, or Vicar-Apostolic with Episcopal title. " Sacra 
haec Congregatio de Propaganda Fide approbante, SS mo DM no Nostro Pio P. 
P. VI. Superiorem illius Missionis constituit D. Joannem Caroll, virum probata* 
pietatis, ac studii, eumque facultatibus necessariis, et opportunij, independenter 
a quolibet alia Ecclesiastica potestate, praeterquam a S. Cong ne communivit." 
(Endorsed in Bp. Talbot's writing: "About Mr. Caroll's appointment to be 
Bishop in America"). 

(49) 

(It is possible that (42) should be inserted here, as it is in the Archives — as I 
believe, wrongly. The date, though very illegible, is evidently "Jan." not 
"June." 

(50) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 68. March 26, 1785. Cardinal Antonelli to Bishop Talbot. 
Latin. The Faculties for Fr. McEvoy in Sta Cruz are to be extended "ad 
insulas .... Anglorum Dominio subjectas in America." 

(51) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 65. May 31, 1785. Autograph letter of Bp. Talbot to 
Cardinal Antonelli. Reply to above. (Latin). 

(52) 

Ibid., Vol. xlii, 70x. August 22, 1785. Autograph letter of Bp. Talbot to 
Fr. Felician in Grenada. (Latin). 

Now the war is over he hopes that the Jurisdiction in the Islands will be 
taken from him. "Et quidem rogavi, ut onus illud, quod grave nimis mihi 
videtur, ab humeris meis amoveretur." Directions on several subjects. Is 
away on his annual Visitation. Has received no answer to his last. 
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(53) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 80. March 27, 1786. Cardinal Antonelli to Fr. McEvoy, 
Prefect-Apostolic of the Mission in the West Indian Islands, and those "con- 
tcrminas in America." About renewal of Faculties. (Latin). 

(54) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 80. March 27, 1786. Same to same, Vicar-Apostolic of the 
Islands "in America." Decree of Propaganda, as to "facultatem celebrandi 
nova officia et Missas Sanctorum, necnon SS™ 1 Sacramenti, et immaculatae 
Conceptionis," etc. 

(55) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 82. March 27, 1786. Decree of Sac. Cong, appointing 
Fr. Edward Coen, Recollect of Friars Minor, as Missionary Apostolic in the 
Danish Isles of Sta Cruz, San Thome, and St. John's; "Necnon in Insula S. 
Eustachii Batavorum coeterisque conterminij in America, sub directione 
tamen, et Praefectura Dni Christophori MacEvoy." 

(56) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 81. Copy of the above. 

(57) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 83. April 8, 1786. List of Faculties granted to Fr. C. 
McEvoy, Vicar-Apostolic of the West Indian Isles, for seven years. Twenty- 
six Faculties, printed; with several MS. additions; notably (e.g.) no. 25, con- 
taining a short Index Expurgatorius, is annotated in fine script: Histoire critique 
de Jesus, Nouveaux Melanges Philosophiques, Historiques, et critiques, etc. 

(58) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 84. April 8, 1786. Letter of directions from Cardinal 
Antonelli to the Vicar- Apostolic C. McEvoy, then in London. Reminds him 
that his faculties were "ad septennium." (Latin). 

(59) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 85. April 8, 1786. Cardinal Antonelli to Bp. Talbot, 
about Fr. McEvoy. (Latin.) 

(60) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 86. July 12, 1786. Cardinal Antonelli to Bp. Talbot. 
(Latin.) Reminds him of appointment in June, [?Jan.] 1784, of Fr. O'Donnell to 
New Found Land in North America. The missionary has given great satisfac- 
tion, and now has Faculties which render his Mission independent of the Vicar- 
Apostolic in London. 

(61) 
Ibid,., Vol. xlii, 88. August 2, 1786. Bishop Talbot to Cardinal Antonelli. 
(Latin.) An account of the London District. At the end there is a reference to 
the Island of Sta Cruz and others, and to the Newfoundland Mission. 

(62) 
Ibid., Vol. xlii, 100. August 18, 1787. Letter from Cardinal Antonelli 
to Bp. Talbot. (Latin.) About the Islands. Fr. McEvoy has delayed his 
rvturn too long, as the Sac. Coll. has learnt. Bishop Talbot is to admonish him. 
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(63) 



Ibid., Vol. xlii, 108. September IS, 1788. Pamphlet, printed, Philadel- 
phia. "Act of Incorporation." Seven pages. 

"An Act To incorporate the Members of the Religious Society of Roman 
Catholics, belonging to the Congregation of St. Mary's Church, in the City of 
Philadelphia." It has four sections, but is not given in full. "Signed. Thomas 
Mifflin, Speaker of the Gen. Assembly. Enacted into a law at Philadelphia, 
on Saturday, the thirteenth day of September, in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty eight. 

Peter Zachaby Lloyd. 

Clerk." 

(64) 
Ibid., Vol. xliii, 45. March 2, 1791. Letter from Rev. R. Smelt, Rome, 
to Mr. Horrabin 4, Castle Street, Holborn, London. "I have heard of Mr. 
Carrol's reception at Baltimore. A German Cistertian from Franconia who 
speaks English well & has resided in Rome these 7 years past, set out a few 
days ago for Leghorn to embark for America. In the Colledge of Propaganda 
Fide there are 2 American students sent by Mr. Carrol 2 years ago. Religion 
seems to thrive in America, tho' it loses ground in Europe: some time since Mr. 
Barnard was alarmed by some of our people proposing to go thither; if they could 
obtain leave from the Propaganda, as soon as this matter was mentioned I was 
afraid no such permission would be granted." (Extract). 

(65) 

Ibid., Vol. xliii, 51. March 3, 1791. Autograph letter from Bishop Carroll, 
Baltimore, to Bishop Douglass, London. (Sealed with large red seal; hat with 

ten tassels; arms defaced as if purposely, while wax was hot). 

"My Lord 

After wishing your Lordship a happy and prosperous administration of 
the district, to the care of which, I am now informed, that you are appointed; 
I take the liberty of solliciting a favour from you, in the very opening of my 
correspondence. A young man of your district, named Francis Tulloh, 
the son of a protestant Clergyman, had become a member of our Church some 
time before my arrival at London, last summer. Accident made us ac- 
quainted; and by a series of events, too tedious to relate to your Lordship, 
he came to see at London a most respectable French Clergyman, one of the 
principals of St Sulpice at Paris. In consequence of his interviews with this 
excellent Ecclesiastic, young Tulloh embraced the resolution and the offer of 
an education in that seminary, and thinks himself particularly called by God 
to dedicate himself to the service of my diocese. His director judges his call 
to come from Heaven, and encourages it: and it is at their joint request, that 
I presume to petition your Lordship to grant to Francis Tulloh the necessary 
excorporation from your Diocese, that he may become subject to me and my 
successors, and receive orders either from or in virtue of Dimissorials granted 
by me or them. I request the favour of having it sent to Paris, to be delivered 
to Monsr l'Abbe Nagot, Directeur du Grand Seminaire de St Sulpice, a Paris. 
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May I presume to desire your Lordship to give my respectful compli- 
ments to the Rev. Gentlemen in Castle Street. 

I have the honour to be, with respect and veneration, 
My Lord, 

Yr Lordship's most obdt & humble St. 
+ J- Bishop of Baltimore. 

Mr. Tulloh is mentioned by Shea (Vol. ii, p. 879), as one of the original band 
of seminarians who volunteered to come to Baltimore for the new Seminary, in 
1791. 

(66) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 168. July 6, 1793. Letter from Rev. R. Smelt, Rome, to 
Bishop Douglass. 

"Enclos'd you have a renewal of the French Faculties, but nothing further 
as yet; the Cardinal has ordered the Archivium in the Propaganda to be searched; 
to see in what manner the French islands in the W. Indies are governed. I 
believe the Superiors are styl'd Praefecti Missionis." 

(67) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 218. October 12, 1793. Same to same. Nothing can 
be done about the Faculties for San Domingo until the Cardinal's return in 
November after the holidays, this year much needed, as the heat has been in- 
supportable. It must first be decided to what Power that part of the island is 
to belong. 

(68) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 48. May 17, 1794. Brief. Cardinal Antonelli to Bishop 
Douglass. About San Domingo. (Latin). 

The Holy Father and Sac. Cong, desire Bp. Douglass to send the best 
missionaries there, and to signify their names, that they may be inscribed 
in the Archives of the Sac. Cong. The Marquis de Choiseul, a pious and 
zealous Catholic, has much property in the island and will protect them. 
"Vicarius Apostolicus constituatur, in eoque officio presbyter Latill, Vicarius 

Generalis, Episcopi Vimiensis eligatur Idem autem Latill Facultatibus 

Missionarii Apostolici ab hac sacra congregatione donatus est, ita tamen ut 
sub dependentia Amplitudinis Tuae sit, ministeriique excercitium a te recipiat." 

(69) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 85. August 20, 1794. Document. (Latin.) Endorsed by 
Bp. Douglass: "Petition for Faculties for French Bishop intended for San 
Domingo, wch Faculties were granted to Monsr Osmond, B of Comminges, but 
Monsigr Erskine through Edmund Burke Esqr. prevented the B going and the 
Faculties being delivered." 

(70) 

Ib'd., Vol. xlv, 86. August 20, 1794. Letter from the Duke of Portland 
to the Bishop of Comminges. (French). 

Begs him to become Bishop of San Domingo as soon as the necessary formali- 
ties prescribed by the Roman Catholic Church can be fulfilled; the King's 
[George III] intention being to re-establish and to maintain that religion in the 
Island. 
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(71) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 87. Undated. The Faculties for San Domingo. (Latin. 
Same hand as text of (69)). 

(72) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 88. August 22, 1794. Letter from the Marquis de Choiseul, 
at Standen Hall, Clithero, [Lancashire], to Bp. Douglass. (French.) The 
appointment two months ago of the Vicar-General Latill was owing to his own 
memorial to Rome, but Latill is apparently unaware of his nomination and is 
still at Dlisseldorf. Will Bp. Douglass send for him to London? 

Since the expulsion of the Society of Jesus the Island [San Domingo] is in 
a terrible state. A French priest is required, and an excellent one has been 
found. 

(73) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 89. September 16, 1794. Letter from the Abbe Latill at 
Dlisseldorf to Bp. Douglass. (French). 

Has only just received a letter from the Marquis de Choiseul, dated August 
21, acquainting him with his nomination as Vicar-Apostolic of San Domingo 
two months ago. Apologises for delay in replying, and humbly and gratefully 
accepts office. 

(74) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 90. October 2, 1794. Pamphlet, printed. (French.) 
4 pp. Port-au-Prince. " Extrait des minutes du Greffe du Conseil-superieur de 
Saint Dominique." 

(75) 

Ibid., Vol. xlv, 101. October 1, 1794. Brief. Cardinal Antonelli to Bp. 
Douglass. (Latin). 

The Holy Father hears with great joy that the King of England will allow 
a Catholic Bishop in San Domingo, to fight the shameful Gallican schism, which 
has penetrated to its remotest regions. 

(76) 

Ibid., Vol. xlvi, 62. July 1, 1795. Letter from the Superior of St Sulpice, 
R. P. Bourret, London, to M. l'Abb6 Dumont in Martinique. (French). 

Encloses copy of letter from the Archbishop of Paris, (dated August 30, 1794), 
giving permission for P. Dumont and another priest to go to Canada, "pour 
y chercher les fonctions du St Ministere." 

Both these priests being of the Diocese of Orleans, but their own Bishop 
being at present in a state "actuelle et deplorable," P. Bourret has addressed 
himself, for this permission, to the Metropolitan, now at Constance. 

(77) 

Ibid., Vol. xlvi, 68. July 18, 1795. Bishop of Quebec, at Quebec, to Bp 
Douglass. Complimentary letter of thanks. (French). Has seen Mr. 
Douglass, the Bishop's nephew. 

(78) 

Ibid., Vol. xlvi, 71. August 9, 1795. Letter from Mr. Thomas Douglass 
to his uncle, Bishop Douglass. Written from Quebec. (English). 



DOCUMENTS 399 

Arrived safely on July 7. Has been too busy for meals this week, an order 
having come "to load your wheat vessels to go under convoy for Government." 
The workmen mind neither master nor man. "The Canadians about here are 
as stubborn as brutes and so ungrateful that we are oblidged to beg and pray 
and give them everything they ask for to work." Nevertheless, he "likes the 
country very well." 

(79) 

Ibid., Vol. xlvi, 72. August 10, 1795. Letter from Robert Morrogh to 
Bishop Douglass. Written from Quebec. (English). 

Is delighted with Thomas Douglass, who is staying in his uncle's family. 
The Bishop of Quebec desires to thank Dr. Douglass for promising to forward 
his letters to Rome. He will take advantage of this offer. 

(80) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvi, 169. March 20, 1796. Copy of Faculties given by Fr. 
Archangelus, "Praefectus per interim Missionis Capucinorum in antinsulis 
Americanis," to "S. Domino Dumont, praesbitero." (Latin). 

(81) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvi, 200. March 13, 1796. Letter from Fr. Archangelus, at 
Fort Royal, apparently to English-speaking priest, deploring his own ignorance 
of English, and accepting proffered help in certain cases. 

(82) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvi, 263. November, 1796. From the Marquis de Choiseul, 
" Conseiller du Conseil Superieur de St Dominique," to Bp. Douglass. (French). 
Long statement about affairs in San Domingo. 

(83) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvi, 264. November, 1796. Letter from the Apostolic Prefect 
of Martinique Mission to the brother of the Abb6 Dumont. (French). Reas- 
sures him as to his brother's health. 

(84) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 6. January 20, 1797. Letter from Rev. James Loughlin 
to Bp. Douglass. 

Having received a temporary commission from Fr. Archangelus of the West 
Indian Mission, he had already applied for jurisdiction from London. "Being 
now in my 20th year from Ireland and knowing but little of the state of England, 
etc.; I took it for granted that the Immortal Doctr Challoner was an Arch 
Bishop, and supposing your Lordship to be one of his successors I scarcely 
doubted of your having the same title." Has been censured. Will send authen- 
ticated copy of his recantation. 

(85) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 97(1). November 10, 1797. Letter from a French Religi- 
ous, R. P. Trepsac, O. P., at St. Pierre, Martinique, to M. l'Abbe Dumont. 
(French). Addressed to London, and redirected to Martinique by Bp. Douglass. 

(86) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 106. December 2, 1797. Faculties granted by Bp. Doug- 
lass, Vicar-Apostolic of the London District, to the Rev. Fr. Eustace Louis 
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Dumont in London District and West Indian Islands. Preceded by a testi- 
monial from It. P. Bourret, Superior of St. Sulpice. 

(87) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 175. May 29, 1798. Letter from Bishop Sharrcok, at 
Bath, to Bishop Douglass. (English). 

Informs him of the desire o* the wealthy planters of Martinique to found a 
Catholic College, of which the Superior should be Mons. D'Ancel now at Old 
Hall Green. (This is endorsed, after a summary: "Mr. Wilks's refusal"). 

(88 to 95, inclusive.) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 197 (The following papers on Martinique are arranged 
together). March 16, 1798. Act of Rev. Fr. Francois Augustin. Trepsac, O. P., 
Superior General of the Dominican Mission, in the French Isles, instituting Fr. 
Louis Dumont to the parish of La Souff riere, in Ste Lucie. (Endorsed : ' 'ma 
nomination a la cure, etc., dont j'ai pris possession le 18 Mars, 1798.) (French.) 

(89) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 198. April 7, 1798. Letter from same to same. (French). 
Congratulates him on safe arrival at La Souffriere. 

(90) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 199(1). April 21, 1798. Letter from Fr. Dumont to Bp. 
Douglass. (English). 

(91) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 199(2). Easter Sunday, 1798. Letter from French Religi- 
ous to Fr. Dumont. (French. Very illegible.) 

(92/ 
Ibid., Vol xlvii, 200. May 7, 1798. Letter from R. P. Trepsac to Bp. 
Douglass, from St. Pierre. Regrets the terr ble situation in Europe, especially 
as regards the Holy Father. Asks counsel as to Dispensations. 

(93) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 201. May 22, 1798. Letter "rom R. P. Trepsac, O. P., 
to R. P. Dumont at La Souffriere. (French. Long.) 

(94) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 202. July 24, 1798. Same to same. (French). 

(95) 
Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 205. Ju'y 8, 1798. Letter from Rev. Leonard Neale, 
Pastor of St. Mary's Church, Philadelphia, to Bp. Douglass. 

A Londoner named John Quinn who has recently married in this city, gave 
out that his former wife, "the Widow Burd," was dead; but is utterly unable 
to bring proofs. The father of his second wife begs that these may be given. 
He was formerly a worshipper at St. Patrick's, Soho. 

The worthy Miss Arnold, who was an example of Christian piety, is just 
dead of yellow fever. 

"Our city, the Lord be praised, is now very healthy. Religion florishes 
beyond what the complexion of the times would seem to admit." (Endorsed 
by Bp. Douglass, after a summary: "ansd Oct. 3, 98"). 
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(96) 

Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 210. July 12, 1798. Letter from Fr. D'Ancel, at Follaton 
Mr. Petre's, Devonshire, to Bp. Douglass. (English). 

About the Martinique College plan. He has flatly refused the office of 
Superior, as the proposal did not come from the Bishop; but holds himself 
ready in this and all other things to obey him. 

(97) 

Ibid., Vol. xlvii, 239. October 15, 1798. Autograph letter from Bp. Doug- 
lass to R. P. Dumont, La Souffriere. (English) . 

Congratulates him on being in charge of a parish. "Now you are in the 
sacred ministry, the great and sublime employ, for which you were ordained 
Priest." 

After the fiery trial of deportation from France, and the Revolution, he has 
been called by Heaven, and given a distant post. "O may your Islands be 
preserved from the schism, heresy and immorality of these dreadful times." 

His Holiness is still in the Certosa near Florence, very infirm in health. 
''How much have we to fear when he shall be called from the world. You 
will pray for the Holy Father: you will pray for the Church: pray also for 
England, and pray for me." 

The Agents Correspondence (2 vols.) now contains the copy-book of 
Monsignor Christopher Stonor who was English agent of the Vicars- 
Apostolic from 1748 to 1790. This book, formerly in the Southwark 
Diocesan Archives, contains the Summary of the State of the Church in 
the English Colonies of America, written in Italian and dated 1764. A 
translation appeared in the U. S. Catholic Historical Magazine, Vol. iv 
(1888), pp. 206-212. The Catholic Record Society Publications, now in 
their twentieth volume, contain valuable manuscripts and letters from 
private and family archives in England; many of these volumes are in- 
dispensable for American Catholic history and supplement to a great 
extent the materials in the Westminster Diocesan Archives. 

Peter Guilday. 



